Madrid, ciudad en destruccion .. . men
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[ m IS PRIMEROS RECUERDOS SON LOS QUE MAS INTENSAMENTE ME AUN PODIA
UNEN A ESTA CIUDAD. NO SOLO PORQUE ME REMITAN A LA M PALADEARSE
INFANCIA, QUE A MENUDO ES EL REDUCTO DE LA VERDADERA CIERTA VIDA
FELICIDAD, SINO PORQUE EN AGUEL MADRID, YA PROFUNDAMENTE
DEGRAPADO POR EL DESARROLLO MAL ENTENDIDO..
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ppiness, but also because of Madrid back then, now deeply deteriorated by

CRECI EN PENAGRANDE, UN BARRIO
AL NOROESTE DE LA CAPITAL, EN
UN TIEMPO EN EL QUE LOS LiMTES
PE LA UREE..

wr T, -=~— BLOQUES DE PISOS AISLADOS SE ALTER-
: NABAN CON CASITAS BAJAS, DE TIPOLO-

GIA RURAL Y MUY MADRILENA, EN UN

TRAZADO URBANISTICO IMPROVISADO, ALE-

f open field with flocks of sheep grazing... 06>“Dad... we're taking the sofa bed ter cousin!”.

e, low houses - rural style and very Madrid - in im-provised, cheerful urban planning with very little traffic. “Ricarditooo!
shanty towns... 07>...and even a brook called Las Veguillas, whose bends we went exploring when ‘on expedition’. “Look, a snake...”

could still be relished 03>1 grew up in Pefiagrande, a neighbourhood in the northwest of the capital, at a time when the limits of the

éﬁmll '“‘—"T-"?:u.n'—-e :
AUN SE DILUIAN CON EL

CAMPO DE UN MODO HAS |
O MENOS AMABLE.

ane o v tmea g e

HABIA HUERTAS CON ALBERCAS, ZONAS | Rlan WL} ks | £ INCLUSO UN ARROYVELO, EL DE
DE CAMPO ABIERTO CON REBANOS DE S Wi | LAS VEGUILLAS, POR CUYO CURSO
OVEJAS PASTANDO.., R ipapd SSemTINST"| | VOs BaMOS Los MIFIOS “DE EXPEDICIGN:

N VAR o s

.""But muuum... we're playing.” 05>There were vegetable plots with water tanks, areas of

...were watered-down by the countryside, not unpleasantly so. 04>lIsolated tower blocks were i

| ..ALGUN QUE OTRO |
| ASENTAMIENTO DE
% CHABOLAS...

01>My first memories are those that tie me most strongly to this city. Not only because they take me back to my childhood, which is often the stronghold of true ha

misunderstood development. 02>... a certain unhurried and genuinely native lifestyle “Come on tyke! Stay s

metropolis...
Go and take the bottles back to the shop..
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Madrid - City in Destruction

LO§ RECVERDOS SON SUBJETIVOS, ES CIERTO,
PERO ES INNEGABLE QUE LA CIUDAD EHTO#fES
TU'B-WM SE COMPORTABA CG'HO UNA CELULA ...

ACTUALMENTE, MADRID PRESENTA A SUajLREDEPﬂR\
UN ANILLO KILOMETRICO DE DEVASTACION, DE TIERRA
REMOVIDA Y DESCAMPADA, UN CERCO ATROZ DE NO-
LUGARES TAN FEQS COMO INHABITABLES.

LIARIOS FANTASMALES..,

EMPRENDIMIENTOS INMOBI-

POLIGONOS INDUSTRIA-
LES SIV PRINCIPIO NI FIN..

L BOMBA DE 4
¥ HORMIGON.

AUTOVIAS Y NUDOS QE
SE ﬂESQUICMH EH EL 'IML'IQ

Y ASi, HOY EN DiA, AGUEL

ARROYO DE NUESTRA IN-
FANCIA SIRVE DE CAUCE
PARA OTRA CORRIENTE
INEINITAMENTE MAS
LUGUBRE ¥ CAUDALOSA...
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Madrid - City in Destruction ...the M-30

...breathing. “Kniiiife-grinder!” “Tomatoes!"”09>Currently, Madrid is hemmed in by a fat ring

...permeable to its surroundings...

Whatever 10>Ghostly real-estate business ventures... 11>...endless swathes of industrial estates... 12>Highways and junctions that lead to nothing. “From Madrid to the staaaars!” 13>As if it were a shock wave caused by the fall... 14>...

of devastation, of ploughed up earth and waste ground, an atrocious wall of non-places as ugly as they are uninhabitable. “There we go, Mr Councillor” “Ahhhh! Nothing like the smell of Progress in the morning!” Here soon: Absolutely
of a colossal bomb of neutrons, Euros and concrete. 15>And so, these days, that brook from our childhood has been turned into the course for another cu-rrent, infinitely more dismal and swift...

08>lt's true that memories are subjective, but it's undeniable that the city back then still behaved like a cell...



/;:mamm A VIVIR DE ESPALDAS AL TERRITORIO GUE LA ALBERGA,
MADRID, COMD TODAS LAS CIUDADES DE NUESTRO TIEMPD, HA QUEDA-
DO DESARRAIGADA DE SV SUSTRATO, DE SV PASADO, DE SU SENTIDO
ORIGINARIO ¥ ACOGEPOR...

“This is the

"Woohoo! Now we're really going

somewherel” 02>Unremittingly entering that doubt-filled limbo of blind growth and speculation.”Wait for meee!” Peking - Tokyo - NY - London - Paris 03>At the mercy of this false logic, the modern city is relegated to being a merely functional

"Farewell, real world!"
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A
ENTRANDO SIN REMISION EN ESE PUPOSO LIMBO
PEL CRECIMIENTO CIEGO Y LA ESPECULACION, E

PARA SINGULARIZARSE, MADRID SE EN-
FRENTA A UNA TRISTE DIATRIBA...

Woljr WERCADOY DE
Say migueL™.. ow 1Y

O BIEN OTRA COPIA PROVINCIANA
MAS DE LAS GRANDES METROPO-
LIS IMPERIALES DE REFERENCIA.

3 A i o
} A
* Hh . LA

SER EL ESCAPARATE TURISTICO
PE ALGO GUE YA NO EXISTE.. | ‘
ol - o

; |
DE PERSONAS LIl |
Y MERCANCIAS, F

." 07>...beyond the personal, fanatic and mean-spirited gain of its dominant elite.

LOS SUcesivos HL= : N 2009 <
| | ESLOGANES QUE ; : —
| HA DO TENENDG
| | LA CIUDAD NOS
PERMITEN ATISBAR
CUAL SERA SV MAS
GUE PROBABLE
DESTING...

'k PRUEBAS NACIONAL DE
CAPITALISMO DELIRANTE
TONTO EL OLTIMG

...of people and goods. 04>To stand out, Madrid faces a sad diatribe... being the window display to something that no longer exists...05>...or rather being another provincial copy of the sprawling metropolises of note. “What

shall we watch then?””The Lion King or Blas Pifiar: The Musical?” 06>The Olympic bid or the Eurovegas project are nothing more than rather hysterical and delirious drifts of a lack of imagination, and a Madrid heading somewhere...

01>Condemned to turn its back on the territory that hosts it, Madrid, like all cities of our time, has been uprooted from its substrate, its past, of its welcoming and native qualities...
VIP Torture Chamber, Mr Anderson. Of course, that'll be legal soon too..

storage space...
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SIN EMBARGO, COMO APMIRADOR DE LA ARGUITECTURA BASTA TRANSITAR POR_ EL MADRID MAS RECIENTE PARA HIS
Y TODO SV POTENCIAL, ALGO ME PREOCUPA romvm MAS.., || CONSTATAR HASTA ms PUNTO S5US NUEVOS BARRIOS Y su- B2zt
Me "f'era a 7_ L y L ! > ! Wﬂ e S0y una mhp .g g’:%

esa inqn:iei‘anh 2 SRR ™ U tura culre, barata, Fea £2:

el impresidn de que todo W T
edificio posterior a, ponga-
hlos, los afios 60, es rma i

B aberracion Fomaf

“Nice... really nice, truly, nice. Now get back to the

sense is left to medicine when the doctor’s professional frame prevents him from healing or saving lives?

IDENTICAMENTE
] HORRIBLES..,
| _NT—
EN LAS REVISTAS DE ARQUITECTURA, ES CIERTO, AN | | HABRA QUIEN PIENSE GUE AS SON LAS COSAS, QUE ASI CONO LA PUBLI-

PODEMOS VER HONROSAS MUESTRAS DE BUEN HACER. | CIDAD, NOS GUSTE O NO, ES EL VERDADERO ARTE DE NUESTRA EPOCA...
PERD, & QUE SUPONE ESO DE TODO LO CONSTRUIDO? |
| . Mira, Fijate qué sillares de p.'adw.. ique canerias de PVC,) &

Me rodeo de sofisticacion ) | qué carpinterias de aluminiol... iAh, en aquell
para evitar pensarenjo [ | época si que -ﬂ'ﬂbﬂ construir!

."Is it even 1%? 11>There will be people who think things are like that, like adve

hey really knew how to build back then!” “Sure... nowadays we live in cardboard boxes!”.
chitects and urban planners who love their trade suspect that the intensification of capi

€'ll be a nursery, common room, green spaces and access to...”

| really am..

cally horrible...Hee hee,10>It's true that in architecture magazines we can still see honourable examples of

uuuuu

Because... Wha

I'm the man!” Identi

work. But, how much is that in comparison with everything that is built? “I surround myself with sophistication to avoid thinking about wha

VENIDERAS SABRAN APRECIAR
LA MARAVILLA INTRINSECA A _'_"‘
LUGARES COMO SESENA, MO-

l ' ' RATALAZ O SAN CH!HARRG...

"I refer to that troubling feeling that all construction post-, let's say, the 60, is a formal and habita-ble abomination.”09>It only takes a trip rou
.."13>"Say 33..."

any other city...

NO OBSTANTE, TAL VEZ LA MAYORIA DE LOS ARQUITECTOS Y URBANISTAS |
GUE AMAN SU OFICIO SOSPECHEN YA QUE LA .I'NTEMWHC'ACIDH DEL CA-
PITALISMO SUPONDRA, EN DEFINITWA, EL FIN DE SUS DISCIPLINAS..,

fast... and then, if necessary, we'll talk.

."Look, notice the plasterboard ashlars... what PVC plumbing! What aluminium carpentry! ...
trinsic to places such as Sese-fia, Moratalaz or San Chinarro...12>Nonetheless, perhaps most a

..taking advantage of the solar energy we get here and the air currents. In the communal areas thel
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e | ..aprovechando Ia energia solav recibida —Zé E
y las corrientes de sire, En las zonas [ 58 <
comunes habra quarderia, sala da recreo, 2% 3
esPiGms verdes Yy acceso l‘ ”U br.'mrfo '-{.é_—;.; E
0 [T si seor, de verdad, mu bonite 1e:£7.£5%
Ahara vélvase usted al estudio, ¥ Bastis
higame un proyecto “real” que me | q gt
| _haga ganar mucho dinero muy v ] ; ‘ SEESSES
T, Y enfnnces, §i acaso, bab!amus.. g scgtga
= = QEEZETS
iSo ﬁfpa'o.r SSipict
. = ! 092623 %
= e PORGUE., ¢ OUE SENTIDO LE GUEDA A LA MED]- P
CINA CUANDO EL MARCO PROFESIONAL DEL ME- | 5535558
DICO LE IMPIDE SANAR O SALVAR VIDAS? 8309833
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es - that of
“Energy self-

“Ahh! How lovely is the

" “Urban allotments and buying local...”

f my favourite memories come from the Madrid of the ‘70s and ‘80s, that far-from-

“Public transport network..

“Aerating the city..."”

“Kids! Lunchtime!” “I'm bringing Carabanchel’s tomaaaatoes!” 05>Like | said at the beginning, some o
“but at least it was alive.” 06>But | don't have trouble either imagining all those new memories that could be made, shared with most of its inhabitants, in this other Madrid to be made and to be lived...

That's how come recessionism is the new ideology du jour...”02>If the current cumulative model doesn‘t recognise the limits of nature or of humans, it's high time we put those precise limits at the core of a new model to be figured out...”The

01>But... Could it perhaps be about an identity crisis exclusive to architecture? Or is it a generalised pandemic that is hitting everything? “Get out of the recession? ...Nooo... Ha, ha... impossible, being that it's a chronic and lethal disease...
only reasonable ecological and social proposal for Madrid is for it to be deconstructed... And | plan to help as of right now!” 03>Let's think for a moment in the enormous challenge this would pose for - amongst many other tra-d

the architect or the urban planner.. Finally something of some use! “We’d have to disperse a few compact and multifunctional nuclei...”
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7 PERO... £55 TRATA ACASO DE UNA CRISIS DE IDEN-
ISV DE LA ARGUTECTURA... O DE UNA
ﬂmnmr :

& 5alir de la crieis 2. Nooo...
A T4, ja. imposible, siends

PENSEMOS POR W HO-
MENTS EN EL ENORME
RETO GUE ALGO ARl
PODRIA SUPONER

PARA -ENTRE OTROS
MUCHOS OFCIOS- EL M
DE ARGQINTECTO ©
LRBANIETA, .,

1 iAL Fiw ALGO Qe
SIRVE pRd ALE0OS

51 BL AGTUAL MOBELC ACUMILATIVO NO RECONOCE LOS LIMITES
NATURALES M NUMANDS, YA ES HORA DE SITUAR PRECISAMENTE ES0S
LIMTES EN EL CENTRO MISHO DE LV NUEVD MODELD POR ALUMARAR..

PODRIA SER AlGo | 2
INCRETBLEMENTE | - {
ILUSTONANTE . i

= -

CONO DIFF AL PRINCIPID, ALGUNOS DE (05 MEJORES
RECUERDOS DE W VIDA PROVIENEN DE AGUEL MADRID
PE Lo Aflos 7O ¥ 8O, AGUEL MADRID IMPERFECTO.,
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PERD TAMPOLD ME CUESTA IHAGIMAR TODOS AGUELLOS NUEVOS RECUER-

POr Qe

HABITANTES, EN ESTE OTRO MADRI POR HACER ¥ POR VIWR.. =

MERCENARY /080

3

SUMARSE, COMPARTIDOS CON LA MAYORIA BE JUS
_EEI...-':.
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